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Dependence on
our heavenly Father...
As another year slowly draws to its end we can look back on so many
blessings and ways God has guided in our lives. For Living Water ministry, 2014
has been an exciting year full of mission activity and events that have, by
God’s grace, impacted lives for eternity. We are grateful for your support in
prayer and finances that has made the stories in this edition possible.
As you most likely will know, Living Water has a young edition to the team.
Silvia and I became parents last August! The experience of being a father for
the first time is indescribable. Elias is the joy of our lives and being with him
gives us a greater understanding of God’s love to His children. I had heard
parents say this, but to experience it for myself is something else. We are
grateful for Elias as he adds a whole new dimension to our lives and by extension to our ministry.
When I see how dependent our baby Elias is for us as his parents, it reminds
me of how dependent we are on God every single moment. The last 12 years
of working as freelance gospel workers through Living Water ministry can really be summed up as “lessons of dependence”. When our own strength comes
to an end we learn to rely on strength outside of us. I am reminded of the
words the Lord spoke to the apostle Paul: “My grace is sufficient
for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” What a
promise! May our lives be marked by continual dependence
on our heavenly Father.
-Daniel Pel

Connected
with Heaven...
By Silvia Pel
This spring we were invited to have a week of prayer in Vienna,
Austria. Each evening promising young people from different parts
of the city came together to seek God through prayer, singing,
and bible study. It was encouraging to witness the young people
prioritizing to ‘seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness’
in a busy day with study and work. Daniel dealt with relevant topics, and spoke to an attentive audience. Prayer was in focus, and
we had some precious seasons of prayer together - in fellowship
and in small groups.
After one of the meetings a young girl came to me. She
shared some of her struggles and asked for prayer. A dilemma
that bothered her was that she deep inside had a burning desire
to witness for Jesus. At the same time she admitted that she felt
a resistance each time she was encouraged to take part in organized mission activities. She was afraid that it would not come
naturally. She didn’t only want to take part in order to impress
others. We spoke together about the problem and asked God
to lead her in His prepared works and that she would experience
that mission is a lifestyle - a natural part of everyday life. I encouraged her to make herself available to God every day, and have
her eyes open for opportunities to share her faith in a natural and
free way.
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The next evening we met, she simply radiated with joy. She was
so excited, and couldn’t wait to tell me how God had been answering our prayers. On her way to the prayer-meeting she had ended
up taking a bus she didn’t usually take. A young man came and sat
beside her. They started to talk. Suddenly the following words just
came out of her: “I am going to a prayer-meeting. Would you like to
join?” To her great surprise the man answered: “That’s interesting, I
have never tried that before, but wouldn’t mind joining”. “I’ll call my
girlfriend to see if she would like to join”, he added. My new friend
was overwhelmed. She was touched by the fast response of God to
her prayer and longing. She started thinking about how the angels
of God must have been busy making this divine appointment - to
strengthen her faith and lead these seekers to His house. That evening the three sat spellbound, as Daniel by God’s grace dealt with a
topic that resonated with the newcomers.
Prayer is power. Jesus is waiting with longing desire to use us as
channels for His grace to flow through for the salvation of souls. Let
us make ourselves available for God each day and utilize the opportunities He gives us to share the Living Water with thirsty souls.
Photo: istockphoto.com | Prayerweek Austria
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Youth conference
in Romania...
By Silvia Pel

When we visited Romania last year we were inspired by the spiritual activity
level and the variety of opportunities offered to the young people. However,
traditionally there has not been a lot of offers to the Hungarian speaking part
of the population, concentrated in Transylvania, a central part of Romania.
A group of young people realized the need and in April of this year they arranged a youth conference for Hungarian speaking youth in Romania.
The conference was held at Herghelia, a combined health and education
center, beautifully situated in the heart of Transylvania. Previous to the conference we had been invited to teach at the Bible school of Herghelia, as well
as meeting the IMPACT Romania team, a mission oriented youth movement
springing out of IMPACT Norway. It was a blessed time! Once more we were
encouraged to see dedicated youth using their talents and energy for God.
The health center at Herghelia impressed us with good quality and goal-oriented, warmhearted workers. The center is established and run according to the
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health principles we have received through the Spirit of Prophecy and emphasizes physical, mental, social, and spiritual wellbeing. The center has a good reputation in Romania. Even though they can take about 50 guests each period they still
have waiting lists. We heard several testimonies how the center has helped people to regain health, exercise faith in God, and be filled with hope of eternal life.
During the youth conference a broad selection of speakers contributed
through the main sessions, worships, and seminars. Charissa Fong, a very inspirational and engaging young speaker from Australia, made a lasting impression on the young people through her well-delivered messages. Daniel and
I had a seminar together on relationships and marriage. In addition we had
seminars separate about health, prophecy and how to study and share the Bible. Daniel spoke at the evening meetings, which were well also well received.
It is a blessing to witness God rising up an army of young people, eager to
live close to Him and share their faith with confidence.

Photo: Charissa Fong | KLIN | istockphoto.com
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Youth making
a difference in Bergen...
By Silvia Pel
The first week of July we had the joy of attending IMPACT Bergen. On
my part it was with mixed emotions that I resigned after being secretary
(and partly mission-leader) for the last two years. It has been a joy to see
this movement take form and spread from country to country. Instead
of being entertained, youth are choosing to take ownership and show
responsibility towards the mission we have as Adventists - to bring the everlasting gospel to the world and proclaim the advent of Christ together.
The IMPACT mission trips offer a broad selection of mission activities.
The Health Expo is probably the most popular of the offers. It is inspiring to
work together as a team, where the talents and competence of each is
united to create a holistic frame. People are lead step by step through
the 8 health laws. Daniel was mostly at the last booth - the trust station.
He experienced that people expressed their enthusiasm for the concept.
Many opened up, showed spiritual interest and eagerly received the literature they were offered.
We also experienced how positive it was to come back to the same
city as last year and follow up on the work started. Some of the people
we got to know last year, we have kept in touch with during the year. I
made good friends with a lady who at first only visited our Health Expo.
She accepted to join the public evangelistic meetings in the city and
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came to the concert we had at the Adventist church. Our friendship grew
stronger and stronger and before we left we agreed to keep in touch
and study the Bible together through correspondence. During the year
letters have gone back and forth. Every time she writes me personally and
expresses how much she appreciates learning more about the Bible and
Jesus Christ. Just before this summers IMPACT she completed our Bible correspondence course, but in her last card she assured me this would not
be the end of her walk with the Lord. She wanted to continue to study the
Bible.
I have also kept in touch with another lady, who came to the Health
Expo in Bergen last year. She was enthusiastic about us coming back this
year, and she was one of the first ones who met us as we arrived at the
Adventist church in Bergen. The public meetings were held in the church
this time, and it was encouraging to see several visitors crossing the doorstep. Each evening they would stay around to talk and interact after the
meetings - sometimes almost till midnight! They showed so great interest
that it was almost hard to break up and leave.
There are people out there that are looking wistfully to heaven, seeking
for truth. The IMPACT-events are opportunities for God to bring us in contact with these precious people. Imagine that we can be a connecting
link! And through being a connecting link, we ourselves are more closely
united with our Lord.
Photo: IMPACT Bergen | IMPACT Haugalandet 2013 | istockphoto.com
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Creative outreach in the
streets of Copenhagen...
By Daniel Pel
For the last two years a group of young people, in cooperation with Ebenezer Church in Copenhagen (Denmark), have been organizing an inspiration
week during the summer. I had the privilege to join last year’s event and this
year I was happy to be part of it again.
After my short flight from Oslo to Copenhagen I took the metro to the city
center to join the mission team who already were in full swing with a Health
Expo. We had the best spot you could imagine in an open area in one of the
main walking streets of Copenhagen’s city center. When I arrived people
were lined up, waiting to go through the Health Expo. I have seen that this
means of outreach is very effective in secular Europe, and it shows how our
health message is indeed the right arm of the gospel.
I was assigned to man the trust booth. This is towards the end of the Health
Expo, and it is here where we introduce the people to the spiritual dimension
of health. We talk about mental health, depression, faith, prayer, God, and
Bible principles on health. Besides these topics the conversations sometimes
get very deep and incredibly interesting. I have been counseling at the trust
booth before and it is my favorite part of the Health Expo.
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Realizing the language barrier, I prayed that the people I would counsel
would understand English or Norwegian and that I would be able to understand their Danish if needed. I was so grateful with the great conversations
that day and language was not hindering deep, meaningful interactions
about the importance of trusting in our Creator as a part of living healthy. After people have been through a Health Expo it is so much easier to talk about
spiritual things. When having ministered to their physical needs, a way has
been opened for more. It reminds me of this quote by Ellen White in the book
Ministry of Healing: ”Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching
the people. The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their good.
He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their
confidence. Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me.’” – Ministry of Healing, p. 143.
Another part of the inspiration week was a street outreach with a huge statue,
illustrating the prophetic dream of the Babylonian King, Nebuchadnezzar. The
story and prophecy is found in the Old Testament book of Daniel, chapter 2. The
prophecy leads us through the kingdoms of the past till our time today. We engaged people with the question whether they knew what the statue represented. Most did not and so we shortly told them what it was about. A few times we
had a group of people gathering to hear about the strange statue. At one point
it was clear that a spiritual battle was going on as a drunk man tried to disrupt in
the middle of a presentation. Our team remained calm and continued sharing.
Shortly after the man came back and approached us in an angry way, holding
broken class in his hand. I quickly prayed for God’s Spirit to take control of the
situation. Again our team remained calm, and one of us talked shortly with him
after which he left. We are thankful for Gods protection and special guidance as
we share the truth of prophecy and health to the masses in the cities.

Photo: Inspirasjonsugen Kbh, facebook | Daniel Pel
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GYC in Europe:

Sharing the Gospel By Daniel Pel
Two years ago GYC (Generation of Youth for Christ) organized a conference in Linz, Austria, where hundreds of young people from all over Europe
attended. The days were packed with inspirational sermons, practical workshops, and hands on outreach.
GYC is known for its yearly conferences in North America and in cooperation with a group of dedicated Europeans a conference was held in Europe
in 2012. All who were involved in organizing the event in 2012 had a strong
desire to see it happen again. This last summer of 2014 the second GYC conference in Europe became a reality! Again hundreds of young people from
a large variety of countries gathered to get inspired and equipped to share
the everlasting gospel.
Being the outreach coordinator, my preparation for this event started
many months in advance. We had a team of on fire young people planning
how we could mobilize hundreds of people in an effective outreach on the
streets of Linz, Austria. Being back in the same city, we desired to have a

12

Unhindered...
new approach. We ended up with an interesting variety of outreach events
ranging from; a Health Expo, prayer booths, music groups on the street, book
tables, literature distribution, a creation booth, and more. No doubt an impression was made, both on the participants as well as the people out on the
streets that day. Besides the street work we had people knocking on doors
gaging the interests of the community to see what the local church could offer of programs like; cooking classes, health lectures, and Bible study groups.
The GYC participants were challenged throughout the conference. Appeals were made for a deeper spiritual experience and a closer walk with
God. Many decisions were made. The evening meetings by Sebastian Braxton
made a deep impression on us all. You can actually get a taste of the conference by viewing the main sessions here: http://gycweb.org/europe
The theme of the conference this year was “Unhindered”, and our prayers
continue for an unhindered movement in Europe to finish the work so Jesus can
come!

Photo: GYC Europe | Daniel Pel
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Living Water’s Su

“Come ye yourselves apart into a
desert place, and
rest a while”
– Jesus: Mark 6:31
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ummercamp 2014
By Silvia Pel
We are deeply grateful to God for a blessed and up-building summer camp. We felt that this year’s convention reached a peak both
when it came to attendance and content. It is so beautiful to be together as a big family under one Father! It was a diverse crowd - both
when it came to age and spiritual experience. We had one thing in
common: The desire to come close to God and live a contagious Christian life.
The theme for this year’s summer camp was: ‘Contagious Christianity - sharing health, happiness and hope!’ All the speakers did their part
in shedding light on the theme from different perspectives. We were
inspired to have our eyes fixed on the Author and Finisher of our faith, fill
our mind with bright, truthful, exalted thoughts, and reflect the attractive character of Jesus Christ to a world in need.
Mike Lemon, Dan Millares, and Daniel Pel were the main speakers.
Mike is from Canada, where he is teaching at Fountainview Academy.
For those of you who are following 3ABN or Lifestyle TV you might have
‘met’ Mike before on the screen. The students at Fountainview have
made some beautiful musical presentations, interjected with personal
testimonies and spiritual reflections, filmed in spectacular nature. Mike
Photo: Daniela Pacheco
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is leading out in the conversations with
the students. He has a God-given ability to convey deep matters in a practical and ‘down to earth’ manner.
In Scandinavia we are probably
more familiar with Dan Millares and
Daniel Pel. Dan is working at Lifestyle
TV. He is an eager Bible student, skilled
communicator and on-fire soul winner.
In addition Jared Oreto from Kenya was
visiting. He and Bengt Fjellberg shared
during the morning worships. Bengt is
pastoring on the West Coast of Norway. His authentic, sincere, and heart
searching way of presenting touched
us and planted in us a desire for a
deeper spiritual experience. We got to
know Jared during our first mission trip
to Kenya in 2005. At that time he was
a poor farmer, living with his family in a
little clay hut out in the bush. From the
beginning we experienced that there
was something special with Jared. He
had a wealth that couldn’t be measured in riches or gold. Jesus shined forth
from his humble and self-sacrificing life.
By Gods grace we got the opportunity
to support Jared and see the growth
in the ministry God has called him to.
Today he is a communicator of Gods
Word in his home country, both through
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preaching, literature and media.

We see it as important to have a solid
program for the children and youth as
well. Daniela Misiunas and Esther Femsteinevik had put a lot of effort into
making an educational and engaging program for the youngest. They are
both aware that the purpose of having
children programs is “not merely to educate and entertain them, but to work for
their conversion”, in the words of Ellen
G. White. Joakim Hjortland and Shaina
Strimbu had meetings for the teenagers.
Joakim has been a driving force behind
the mission-oriented youth-movement
IMPACT. Shaina has just completed her
theology-studies at Bogenhofen, Austria. They both have a God-given ability
to communicate with young people.
We are thankful to all who contributed to make Living Water’s summercamp
a highlight. Each participant is unique
and important. We enjoyed a warm fellowship. In addition to solid and inspiring
preaching, we enjoyed beautiful nature, uplifting song and music, powerful
testimonies and healthy, tasty food. We
are praising God and giving Him all the
glory for a blessed summer camp, and
would like to invite you back to Fyresdal next summer! You will find more information on the next page - share the
news with friends and acquaintances!
Photo: Daniela Pacheco
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Don’t miss
Living Water’s Summercamp
July 22 - 26, 2015:

The great co
...an
powerful preaching | warm fellowship|
heavenly music | touching testimonies |
stunning nature| family-friendly...

18

www.living

problem. Vi så utfordringen med egne øyne, og ble minnet om betydningen
av helsebudskapet og hvilket ansvar som hviler på oss i så måte. Menighetene vi
arbeidet med i Montgomery dro også nytte av programmet. Sakte men sikkert
hadde sørstat-dietten sneket seg inn under fellesmiddagene. Samuel og Amber

ontroversy...
nd YOU!

merket en markant forandring i kjølvannet av helseserien. Budskapet fikk praktiske
konsekvenser og vitnet om en oppmerksom forsamling ivrige etter å lære hvordan
man kan ære Gud i hverdagslivet.

Helse-seminaret ble etterfulgt av et profeti-seminar. Det var oppmuntrende å

se at folk fortsatte å komme kveld etter kveld. Jeg tok tilhørerne med på en reise
i den profetiske verden, og lot Skriften åpenbare hvor vi befinner oss i historien og
hva vi kan forvente oss i den nære framtid.

Måten vi kom i kontakt med to av de besøkende på var nokså bemerkelses-

verdig, og viste oss tydelig Guds ledelse. Noen få dager før helse- og profetiseminaret, hadde menigheten i Montgomery matutdeling – et ypperlig samfunnsprosjekt som hadde til hensikt å nå ut til den fattige delen av befolkningen.
På tross av rekordlave temperaturer, var det et godt oppmøte. Folk sto i kø, og
vi kunne knapt pakke og dele ut maten kjapt nok. Det var oppmuntrende å se
folks takknemlighet. Vi hadde nettopp delt ut de siste posene med mat, da et
par andre besøkende dukket opp. Vi måtte dessverre skuffe dem – bordet var
tomt. Men vi fortalte om helse- og profeti-seminaret like rundt hjørnet, og på lik
linje med de andre, fikk de en invitasjon. Ansiktene deres festet seg i sinnet mitt,

gwater.no

siden de var de siste. Og da tiden for helse-serien var inne, dukket begge opp!
De kom ikke bare selv, men hadde også konene med seg. Begge parene kom til
nesten alle helse- og bibel-møtene vi holdt.
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I utgangspunktet kom de for fysisk føde, men de fikk en annen slags mat. Det

Filipino youth in Oslo:

Equipped
for service
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By Silvia Pel
Over the past years a growing group of Filipinos have involved themselves actively in the
churches of Oslo - and throughout the country. They are a part of the FANA network, which
stands for Filipino Adventists in Nordic Areas. We
have had the privilege of getting to know several of them, and have appreciated their fervent
faith, warm hospitality, and burden to reach out
with the truths they have been touched by themselves. Over the last half-year they have initiated
regular Bible study days on the last Sunday of
each month. When we were asked to help leading out in some of the studies, we didn’t hesitate.
Here is a group of promising young people in a
foreign country who want to be rooted in their
faith and equipped to reach friends and colleagues with the gospel.
These study-days have been a rich blessing
for all of us - imagine, an entire day in prayer,
worship, fellowship and searching the Scriptures!
As a starting point they are going through the
study guides from Amazing Facts. Each Sunday
they are studying four different topics. After
each presentation there is time for questions and
discussion. The participants are so eager that we
often reach late afternoon before everything is
over, even though we start at nine o’ clock in
the morning. We are excited to see how God is
going to continue to lead this movement. There
is no doubt that a flame has been kindled in the
capital, and we pray that this fire may continue
to spread so that many precious seekers for truth
may find their way to salvation.
Photo: istockphoto.com | Silvia Pel

21

TGM - Bibleschool and healthcenter:

Practical Christian
By Daniel Pel
TGM is a training center for medical missionaries in Austria. I spent a weekend at this beautiful located school, as I spoke for the graduation of the students and the beginning of a new school year. It was nice how these events
were tied together so the students who were finishing their year could share
experiences with the new students. Out in the country side of Austria this
school provides a wonderful setting for the students who spend a year of
their lives here. A big vegetable garden provides fresh healthy food for the
students and a nice work break from the classes. Being in nature allows the
mind to rest and seek God.
One of the students I met told me how she had come all the way from
Canada to be a health guest at the school intending to stay only three weeks.
She was not a Christian at all and had no intention on becoming one. But the
environment and care of the people opened her heart in an amazing way.
She decided to stay a little longer and after that again a little longer. In the
end she ended up becoming a student for the full one-year program! During
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nity...
the graduation she told her story. It was very touching and we could all sense
the incredible guidance of God in her remarkable testimony. Here is just a
part of it in her own words:
“My experience has been life-changing. I had come here hoping to learn
about how to live healthier, but I have experienced so much more than that. The
wonderful team here makes you feel as if you are a part of the family. Through
cooking and sharing meals, singing and evening campfires, working in the garden, walking in nature, occasional field trips, classes, interacting with guests,
reading and studying scripture, and prayer, you really do cultivate a relationship
with others and with God that is so fulfilling. It is beyond imagination. Your life perspective completely transforms, old habits are replaced with greater ones and
with every single day, you realize just how blessed this place really is. This place
has touched my heart so deeply and for anyone wishing to have an experience
with God, get a better understanding of healthy living, or just to make some lasting friendships, I suggest coming here.” (http://www.tgm-austria.at)

Photo: istockphoto.com | sxc.hu | Daniel Pel

23

AFCOE Europe:

An urban
educationcenter
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By Daniel Pel
Amazing Facts Europe is a 4-month Bible training program,
located in Frankfurt, Germany. So far two training sessions have
been completed, launching young people into Bible work in various places of Europe.
I have been coming in as one of the guest instructors. The students get a wide variety of topics presented by a wide variety of
instructors.
During the first two courses I taught the book of Daniel, but last
September we studied the book of Romans. What I love about
the book of Romans is that it presents the gospel in such a structured and impressive way throughout the book. So for a whole
week we spent our class time going verse by verse through this
amazing New Testament book.
The students were exactly what any teacher would want to see
as they were engaged and highly interested in the subject, participating and adding to the experience and journey we were all on.
Please pray for the students as they soon finish up their course
and find a place where they can share what they have learnt.

Photo: AFCOE Europe
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Meeting-series in Norway:

POWERPLAY -

what will be the next move
on the world’s chessboard?
By Daniel Pel
“Maktkamp” is a 10-part prophecy
series designed to engage the
public with some of the foundational prophecies in the
Bible.
Our world is caught in
the crossfires of an ongoing battle between good
the evil. This plays out in
so many areas of our lives.
Bible prophecy gives us a
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perspective of this battle and helps
us make decisions that have eternal
consequences.
The series has been held in 3 places
in Norway so far: Sandefjord, Haugesund, and Karmøy, and we just finished a mini-series in Oslo.
For the first time I have held all
presentations in Norwegian. By God’s
grace it went well and the people
were patient with a few English words
slipping in here and there.
The series in Sandefjord was held
in cooperation with Pastor Joachim
Telfer, the seires in Haugesund and
Karmøy with Pastor Bengt Fjellberg,
and the series in Oslo with pastor David Havstein and David Kingsley.
We are grateful for the people
who came to the meetings and
those who desired further Bible studies and such. We also pray that the
book “The Great Controversy” may
make an impression on all who received it.
Photo: Joachim Telfer | istockphoto.com
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The meeting-series on the West Coast
By Ann Helen Fjellberg
The 13th of October the meeting-series “Maktkamp” started on the West
Coast of Norway. The subtitle was “What is the next move on the worlds chess
board?” The international evangelist Daniel Pel was leading out in the 2-3
week long series. This seminar was a follow up from previous events we have
had here at Haugalandet, as the IMPACT event in August and a vegetarian
cooking course in September.
The meetings were held simultaneously two different places - in Haugesund
and at Åkra. In total we had 10 meetings each place, divided on 5 evenings.
The meetings focused on the credibility of the Bible, as well as prophecy
and the three angels’ messages. The participants joined an amazing journey
throughout history, in the light of the prophecies of the Bible. The guests clearly
expressed their appreciation for Daniels way of presenting the message in a
realistic, illustrative and engaging manner. All in all we had about 20 new visitors, and they all received the new, illustrated copy of ‘The Great Controversy’.
The caretaker of the venue in Åkra had been sitting in the back of the hall
and followed the meetings ‘under cover’. When the series was ended, he told
with excitement that he really had enjoyed the meetings, and that he would
give 1/3 discount of the price for the hall. In return we used the opportunity
to give him a gift - the nice edition of ‘The Great Controversy’. We ask you to
keep all these precious new friends we have made in your prayers.
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Themesabbath in Stavanger
By Silvia Pel
The last weekend we spent on the West Coast of Norway, we visited
Sandnes and Stavanger. Daniel was invited to have a theme-Sabbath in
the SDA church in Stavanger. The title for the divine service was ‘Living in
Light of Eternity’. We looked at the difference between living each day
with eternity in mind, or living in our own little ‘here and now’-bubble. Living
in two worlds is a tiring and little satisfying life. The heroes of faith we read
about in the Bible did not sacrifice everything ‘just in case’ the promises of
God were true. They lived in the world of faith, and were fully convinced
about what God had promised. In comparison to their experiences our ‘heroic acts’ appear quite tame. Are we fooling ourselves by comparing with
others? Are we pampering ourselves with being better than them? Maybe
we are a one eyed king in the land of the blind?
During the weekend in Stavanger we experienced a vibrant and upbuilding fellowship together with fellow believers. Sabbath evening several
were gathered for an ‘afterglow’ in one of the church members home. We
experienced a warm and inclusive fellowship. We exchanged thoughts relating to what we had been studying from the Word of God during the day,
interjected by personal experiences.
“Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him
for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.” (Mal. 3:16)

Photo: Anna Maria Melhus | Silvia Pel | sxc.hu
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As the clay in t
hand of the po
A testimony by Joop and Anja Dorrestijn, The Netherlands
Joop:
When I share my testimony I always open by reading Revelation, chapter
12, verse 7-9, describing the great controversy between Christ and Satan. It
is a battle over our minds.
My story begins on July 7, 2009. I came home after a long working day.
Suddenly I felt horrible pain in the abdomen. My partner, Anja, called the
ambulance, and I ended up in the hospital. They found out that I a hole in my
stomach, my gall bladder was split, and my lungs were full of fluids. I was dying. The same night I went through a 5 hour-long operation. I was reanimated
two times and my life was saved by split seconds.
To make a long story short: Three weeks later I was released from the hospital to recuperate at home. During the time I was recovering I was watching
TV all the time. Cartoons were my favorites. One day I was sick of watching
cartoons and went online to a debate on the Internet between a creationist
and an evolutionist. I almost fell off my chair hearing the story.
After hearing this story, I surged the Internet for stories like this. My next
stop was a series called ‘Creation-Evolution’ by Walter Veith. I was astonished. After looking at this I recognized that I was lied to all my life. Being a
chemist, my whole world fell apart. Knowing that I was physically sick, now
my mind also went sick. I wished to die at that time. I could not believe that
everything I had learned that day was not true! Thinking about the things
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I saw in the lectures I went looking for the resources and came to the se-

the
otter...

ries ‘Total Onslaught’, also from Walter Veith. After watching these lectures
(about 10 times each) I was convinced that Jesus was the solution for my life.
In 2011 I accepted Jesus as my Savior. I knew he was my only option
to come through this life. In the meantime I bought a Bible (KJV 1611) and
searched in it as a madman. My favorite passages became Revelation 14:
6-12 and Daniel chapter 2. Now, while writing this chapter of my life, I know
we are living in the toenails of the statue of Daniel 2. The golden statue of
Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 3 I compare with the Oscar price - an idol of everything men does to promote himself.
In 2012 Anja and I decided to stop eating meat and go vegan - after seeing
the ‘Life at its best’-series. We have learnt a lot through the TV channel Amazing Discoveries. I could share many details from my walk with Christ, but space
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does not permit. In April 2014 I was baptized
together with Anja in the Seventh-day Adventist church in Friesland, Holland.
Fellow believers, Jesus is coming soon!
We are no doubt living in the church period of Laodicea. It may be tempting to flee
from reality, but glue your seat, sit on, and
be a witness! Receive the gifts from the
faithful witness, keep the faith, and share
the three angels messages!
Anja:
I grew up in a Roman Catholic home.
As a child the Catholic traditions were a
part of our life, but we never read the Bible. In my teens I lost all interest in religion.
In 2006 I was going through a tough
time. I had a burnout. Family-problems
came on top of a challenging job as leader of an institution with mentally handicapped people. I was seeking for answers
and a way out of the bad circle that was
winding downward. I sought counsel in
alternative medicine and self-help books,
but didn’t pick up the Bible.
In 2008 everything changed. I met
Joop, who I love very much. We have
been going through many challenges together, which has developed and united
us. Joop was on the verge of death in
2009. At this time he came across several
documentaries that stirred him. As I came
back from work we talked together about
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the content. I was shocked by what I saw.
My entire life I had believed in the evolution
theory. I sympathized with humanism. I only
knew history as it was presented in school.
Protestantism I simply did not understand.
From childhood I had the impression that it
was a strange, incorrect belief. Through the
documentaries of Walter Veith I started to
see these things from a new perspective.
In the beginning of 2012 Joop told me
that he had come to believe in God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ. He had bought a Bible and still viewed a lot of sermons through
Amazing Discoveries TV. He had started to
study the Bible and keep the Sabbath. After
a while he gave me a Bible, and I started
keeping Sabbath with him. I didn’t understand everything, but I sought to find out
the meaning with the Sabbath and how
to keep it. I was searching for Sabbathkeeping churches on the Internet, but I only
found one church keeping the Sabbath:
The Seventh-day Adventist Church. I also
read about a lady, Ellen White. First I was
skeptical, but I was touched by her testimony. I started reading the Bible from Genesis
and onward. I also would take hold of Bible
passages mentioned in the sermons we listened to and read them in their context. I
was eager to understand the Word of God.
In the beginning of 2013 Joop and I
changed our lifestyle. We went vegan,
stopped watching secular TV and no long-
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er listened to worldly music. We put aside the things connecting us to our
former life. The Sabbath became a special day for me. It was not anymore
just outward actions, but a special day together with my Lord Jesus Christ.
My faith grew. I longed for fellowship with Jesus and discovered that I rather
wanted to commune with Him than listening to the car-radio. I experienced
that my habits, choices, dress and way of being changed. Even my mother
remarked that I had changed so much - for the positive.
Eventually I have found peace in my heart. Praise the Lord! He has received me just as I am. I trust Him and wish to keep His commandments. It is
not easy to walk with Jesus. I struggle with habits from my former life. But when
I think about what Jesus did for my sake I am willing to surrender all to Him.
In the end of 2013 I once more went through a difficult time, but now I
searched the Word of God to find out how to handle my difficult situation. I
asked Him to help me and change my heart. I gave myself without reserve
to Him and made myself dependent on His help. I experienced that He removed my fear. Even though I still face problems and challenges, I trust in
Jesus. I have a Savior, and He is in control!
I longed for a fellowship where we could worship together with fellow believers, but I wanted to wait until Joop was ready for it. In January 2014 we
visited a Seventh-day Adventist church for the first time. Joop was not used
to go to church at all. I was used to quite a different church service from
the Catholic Church. We were prepared that the true church of God had
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some challenges, since we had read the message to the church of Laodicea
in Revelation. In April 2014 we were baptized and warmly received into the
church. We got a lot of nice gifts - several books of Ellen White, which has
helped us to understand the Word of God better.
The summer of 2014 we joined the Living Water summercamp in Norway.
We had seen Daniel on Amazing Discoveries TV, visited the webpage of Living
Water and signed up for the camp. This was our first experience with fellow
believers, except for our visits to the Adventist church. It was an amazing experience! The meetings were inspirational and educational, there was a lot of
beautiful music, and we got new ideas for our vegan lifestyle.
I have experienced amazing changes in my life. Jesus has fulfilled His
promise: He has given me peace and rest. I have an abundant life - physically, mentally, socially and spiritually. I have been filled with love to all people. It
is a great help in challenging situations.
Trust in God, submit to Him and He will care for you! Time is short, and we
need to reach out with the three angels messages. Wholeheartedly I want to
take part in this task, and if my testimony can be an encouragement to somebody else and lead them to Christ, I would gladly share.
There are two stories in the Bible that I want to close with: Peter walking on
water and Jesus sleeping in the boat. My point is that we need to have our
eyes fixed on Jesus. Without Him we will surely perish, but as long as we trust in
Him we are safe.
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