When I travel and meet people in different places I also get to hear about
the various struggles and difficulties individuals are going through in their lives. As
people come for spiritual counsel I get a picture of the suffering they are going
through. It’s like a window that is opened that allows me to see what others might
not see knowing the same person on a superficial level.
The question that many times is raised, whether verbally or not, is the question
of where God is in the midst of all of this. We all have moments when we ask the
question to God: Where are you? The reason why many turn away from God is
because they cannot understand why God allows suffering if He is a God of love.
And yet the first time the question; “Where are you?” is asked in the Bible it is not
asked by man to God, but by God to man. Right after Adam and Eve believed the
lies of the enemy about God and took of the forbidden fruit they hid themselves
from Him.
God is pictured as searching for them and He asks the question: “Where are
You?” (Gen 3:9). The question was not asked because He did not know where
they were. It’s a passionate cry from the depths of God’s heart. The fellowship and
friendship that once was is no longer. Adam and Eve think differently about God
now and no longer desire His company. Sin has separated them from Him (Is 59:2).
But this friendship is too precious for God. He searches them and provides a
way for them to be united to Him again. It was a costly way, more than
anything we could ever imagine. Thousands of years later as God’s
Son hung on the cross He cried out; “My God, My God, why have
you forsaken me?” (Matt 27:46) In other words; “Where are you?”
Jesus was separated from God so you and I never have to be.
The scriptures reveal God in search of us. May we not run from
Him but to Him. We will find that in the most difficult moments He
is right by our side.

By Silvia Pel
New Zealand is the birth country of Daniel, and there is no doubt that
we do have a burden for the work there. Last year we had a dramatic
experience with the once so idyllic city of Christchurch, which was transformed into a battlefield in a matter of seconds during the mighty earthquake of February 22, 2011. The city and the people are still affected by
this shaky experience. We were happy for the opportunity to go back
and take part in sharing the light of life.
We were excited to meet some of the attendees of last year’s prophecy-seminar. The spark in their eyes, their eagerness to share the good
news of the gospel, their thirst for knowledge, the longing to live in harmony with God... There is nothing greater, nothing more satisfying, than
witnessing the miracle of a seeking soul accepting his or her Savior in
faith, trust, love and humble thankfulness.
The title for our seminar this year was “To the unknown God”, taken

from Pauls sermon in the Areopagos found in Acts 17. During 10 evenings
Daniel focused on the longing, present in every human being, after our
Creator. He used significant time on painting the God of the Bible with
colors from the brush of the many authors of the Bible. We have taken
with us so many distorted pictures of who God is and what He stands
for. The filters of tradition have blocked the rays of light from the Sun of
Righteousness. Only through the clear and unadulterated Word of God
can the Image of God be restored. When Jesus is lifted up - for all He is
and all He stands for - we can be assured that people will be drawn to
their Savior.
On our way to New Zealand, we had a three weeklong stay in Australia. We were invited to have a seminar in several of the cities on the
east coast, with spiritual and health content. The first destination was Melbourne, followed by Sydney and Brisbane, with short visits and meetings
in the smaller villages along the route.
Some of the thoughts remaining from the meetings is the call to place
ourselves in the hands of the Potter. He takes the clay - marred as it is
(Jer. 18:1-6) - forms and fashions it unto a vessel to the Masters glory. Why
does the Bible actually emphasize that God is so zealous for His glory?
Gods glory is His character - and His character is love, grace, patience,
righteousness, justice... these beautiful traits we value. Our glory is selfcentered. When we seek to protect and hold on to our glory it only leads
to quarrel and misery. Almost all conflicts - in the family, at our workplace
and in our own mind can be traced back to self, our ego, our glory: We
want to protect our reputation, hold on to our opinions, our rights, our
position. Let go, relax, breathe out - all glory belongs to God!

“Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is
For brethren to dwell
together in unity!”
-Psalm 133:1

By Silvia Pel
From the 7th till the 10th of June
we experienced an unforgettable
weekend in the snow-capped
mountains of Austria, arranged by
an SDA church in southern Germany. Our accommodation was
a youth hostel - a massive, iconic,
wooden building, surrounded by
forest and blooming fields against
a backdrop of a deep blue sky
and white-spotted mountains.
Every day started with prayer,
as we “by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let our requests be made known to God”
(Phil. 4:6) In ‘Acts of the Apostles’
(p. 564) Ellen White writes that
“Prayer

is

heaven’s

ordained

means of success in the conflict
with sin and the development of
Christian character.” In the book

‘Desire of Ages’ (p. 362) we read: “Only the work accomplished with much prayer,
and sanctified by the merit of Christ, will in the end prove to have been efficient
for good.” I think we do not sufficiently appreciate the power of prayer, our own
deficiency and the unlimited power of Christ. Even in working for the Lord there is
a danger that we are so occupied with all that needs to be accomplished, that
we forget to spend sufficient time at the feet of Jesus. But we betray ourselves, for
it is at the feet of Christ that we gain power, wisdom and strength for all our duties.
On a busy day, with pressing responsibilities and a packed program, Martin Luther
exclaimed: “I have so much to do today that I’m going to need to spend three
hours in prayer in order to be able to get it all done.”
During the day we had a varied program, where both renewal of body and soul
was taken into consideration. The majestic mountains lead our thoughts to Psalm
121: “I will lift up my eyes to the hills - From whence comes my help? My help comes
from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth. He will not allow your foot to be
moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.” We had time to enjoy the grand cathedral of nature, exchange thoughts and experiences - and make new friendships.
A significant part of the day was spent in studying the Word of God. Daniel had
most of the main-meetings. In addition we had a workshop together on relationship, marriage and family-life, and I did a workshop focusing on mental health.
Several of the youth contributed with inspiring and exalted song and music. It is
a blessing to praise the Lord together - and experience the fellowship around the
Word of God!

By Silvia Pel
It is impressive to see a group of
young people, prioritizing to work for
God and the salvation of souls above
summer-fun, beach-life and shopping.
On June 19, 2012, about 80 young
people headed towards the north of Norway - divided in two busses. The journey
itself was an unforgettable experience,
with challenges that tested the patience,
but united the group in prayer and faith.
In Vesterålen a varied program was
waiting, with health-expo, literature
evangelism, visiting the old peoples
home, concert, street-evangelism, and
an ‘after 2012’ prophetic mini-series. In
addition we had Bible-studies, classes,
prayer and testimony meetings - and we
enjoyed the beautiful, majestic nature.
It is impossible to give a full impression of all we experienced during the
three weeks IMPACT lasted, but I would
shortly like to share a few experiences:
The first day I was on outreach, I

went together with one of my former students, Sara. We brought the IMPACT
edition of ‘Signs of the Times’ (Norwegian Magazine) and informed and invited the community to take part in our activities. A teenage-girl met us at
the door. We told her about IMPACT and invited her to come to the healthexpo. Suddenly her grandmother came from behind. With cold skepticism
she wanted to know what we were speaking to her granddaughter about.
We met her with a smile. She calmed down as we explained that people
could get a free health check down at the shopping centre. She told of her
ailments, and we joined her inside to counsel with her and even give her
a massage. After the massage the skepticism was turned to openhearted
trust, and she encouraged her grandchild to join us to the health centre.
After the girl had gone through the health booths she had a good talk with
Julia at the trust-booth, and signed up for Bible-studies with her! Julia and Ida
are now doing follow-up work in Vesterålen as Bible workers.
Another day Victor and I were at the street. We asked the Lord to give
us divine appointments. God answered immediately and led us in contact
with receptive people. There was a festivity in the city, and the local radio
had a booth in the city centre with live reports. During a music break we got
in contact with the reporters. They were curious about IMPACT and wanted
an interview. And so we had a live interview about our activities and mission,
inviting people to the prophecy seminar that evening!
I could continue to tell experience after experience, but want to conclude that there is nothing more exciting than to make yourself available for
God to work through you!

“Each one can reach one
As we follow after Christ
we all can lead one We can lead one to the Savior
And together we can tell the
world that Jesus is the way
If we each one reach one”

By Daniel Pel
Being together with people from other cultures has always been something
that Silvia and I enjoy. We have so much
to learn from other people and being
around people that have a very different background can be helpful and at
times necessary.
This summer we had the privilege to
spend a whole weekend together with
brothers and sisters from the Philippines.
Over the years more and more Filipino
young adults have moved to Norway to
study or work. Being far from home and
family they seek fellowship with each
other.
But more than enjoying a wonderful

companionship together they have a burden to reach out to others in the
new land they find themselves. Driven by a burden to connect with each
other, and others through witnessing of their faith, a Filipino conference
called FANA (Filipino Adventist in Nordic Areas) was organized at Tyrifjord.
This is the third FANA conference that has been held. The theme this year
was: “Each one reach one”.
From the day that we arrived we felt part of the group. We were overwhelmed by the hospitality, friendliness and fellowship we experienced. I really hope and pray that they experience the same when coming to new
places in Norway.
Through the days that we spent together we gained a new vision and
desire to reach out even if it is just to one. God has promised to provide a
way to make us His witnesses when we faithfully surrender our lives to Him
and make ourselves available for Him to use.
Please pray for our Filipino friends in Norway. Life is not always easy for
them, but together with Christ there is a bright future. I will never forget all the
smiles and believe that those smiles can absolutely reach one…if not many
more!

By Daniel Pel
Over the years GYC has inspired
and equipped thousands of young
people around the world. Conferences have been held since 2002 in
the United States and similar events
have spread to other continents and
countries around the world.
Now it was time for Europe! In
July 2012 the first GYC Conference
was held in Linz, Austria. Hundreds of
young adults from more then 40 different countries gathered together
to fellowship, study God’s Word, and
share the gospel.
The theme for GYC Europe was:
“The hour has come – A call to reignite the dormant embers of the reformation”. How fitting! Europe has a

history of discovering the beautiful truths of God’s Word and sending
missionaries around the world. Yet today it is a very secular place and is
in dire need of the light that it once sent into the world.
This Dark Continent has put out the flames of the reformation. It once
came out of a dark tunnel of medieval traditions and papal creeds,
that had marred the picture of God and His Word, but now it has entered a new dark tunnel of secularism and materialism. The embers
have almost gone out!
Yet the hour has come for God’s Spirit to blow upon the embers and
reignite a fire. This can happen with a dedicated army of youth and
everyone else that empties themselves of sin and pride and invites the
Holy Spirit into their lives. There is no limit to the usefulness of one who
puts self aside and allows room for the Holy Spirit to work.
The conference was filled with inspiring sermons and power pact
seminars, especially on how to reach others with the gospel. Through
the various seminars youth were equipped in a wide variety of ways
to share the gospel from personal evangelism to public evangelism to
health ministry and much more. I was asked to have a seminar on public evangelism. It was a blessing to have a young man for Ukraine come
to me after the seminar and tell me that he looked forward to hold a
series of meetings in his country.
The outreach, for many, was the highlight of the conference. For
many months, together with a dedicated team, we had brainstormed
and planned how we could reach the city of Linz in Austria. As we went

to work we mapped the city and divided it into districts. We planned
for the dividing of teams and appointed team leaders. Spirit filled material was printed as we gathered hundreds of books and thousands of
glow leaflets (www.sdaglow.org).
We made a survey for the youth to approach the people at the
doors. Mission bags were packed and prepared for each participant.
Then the historic moment arrived…Sabbath afternoon on the 21st of
July about 700 young adults from all over Europe hit the streets of Linz
sharing the good news of the gospel! To see hundreds of young Adventists moving into the city with the mission bags in their hands and a
smile on their faces is a scene I will never forget!
We praise God for the results from that afternoon. 72 Bible signed
up for personal Bible studies! Thousands of invitations for a correspondence Bible course were shared. 1.284 books were shared that afternoon of which 340 were the Great Controversy. 7.186 glow tracts were
shared in the city! The city has the potential to glow for Christ!
Let me share a few highlights from the outreach with you:
Two young people knocked on the door of a lady that was going
through a crisis in her life. After talking together for a while they gave
the lady a book and she responded that the time they had together
had given her new courage.
Another young man that speaks the Czech language goes on outreach and meets an old man that only speaks Czech. Remember that this

is in Austria! He speaks with him and gives him a Great Controversy book.
Two young men from London came across a group of youth who
were playing sports. They were just taking a break from their game and
so the opportunity was used to engage in a conversation. The survey
didn’t really get through to them and so the young men from London
started sharing their personal testimony. They shared about the gangs
they had been in but how God had come into their lives and changed
them. Now the eyes of the youth they were ministering to were wide
open and they had many questions.
Many more experiences were shared as people in Linz were impacted with the gospel message that afternoon. But not only was it an
impact for the people in Linz, but also for all of us at GYC Europe. One
young lady shared how she was afraid to go on outreach, but how
God strengthened her and gave her a divine appointment with a lady
that needed her encouragement.
It was for many a big step from the conference center into the
streets of Linz. But it was also a big step for the disciples from the upper
room into the streets of Jerusalem. The Spirit compelled them because
the hour had come! When Peter and John were forbidden to speak
of Jesus they answered; “We cannot but speak the things which we
have seen and heard.” I pray that his may be the experience of us all.
The hour has come for the dormant embers of the reformation to be
reignited in Europe.

Good news: Praise God, Fyresdal Camp is secured for next years
summercamp: July 24 - 28, 2013 :) More info in next edition!

By Silvia Pel

We are filled with a deep gratitude to the Lord, as we look back at this year’s
summer camp, lasting from July 25 - July 29. We prayed that these days would be
a spiritual highlight to the glory of God, and experienced how He answered our
prayers, needs and expectations.
Fyresdal camp was the place for Living Water’s summer camp 2012. We knew
that we would have to count with more visitors this year, and the Lord led us to this
beautiful campground with good-sized facilities. Fyresdal is situated in the heart of
Norway, the nature is majestic and the grand and peaceful surrounding contributes
to a holistic recreation, which is the purpose of the camp. The Lord graciously provided us with sunny weather, in contrast to the otherwise so rainy summer.
Sebastien Braxton, together with Chad & Fadia Kreuzer, were our guest-speakers
this year. In addition some of our local speakers like Joakim Hjortland, Jeremy Zwiker
and Daniel Pel contributed, which was much appreciated. The speakers covered a
wide variety of topics, making a harmonious whole.
Chad and Fadia are running a ministry in the US, with a strong emphasis on reaching out to our society with the truths of the Bible. They have been Bible workers for several years, taught at different mission schools and held seminars both for churches and
the public. At the moment they are developing a series of professional documentaryfilms, dealing with different Biblical topics. During Living Water’s summer camp they
shared a seminar on the power of forgiveness, how we can overcome bad habits

and form harmonious thought-patterns.
Sebastien Braxton has a turbulent
background, but has been saved by
the Lord as a branch plucked out of
the fire. He has a strong testimony, and
is a living example of Gods transforming
power. He is a deep theologian, with a
practical message.
Stine Gro Struksnæs and Esther Femsteinevik helped with the children program,
which was characterized by thorough
preparation, high quality and engaging
and spiritual up building content.
Vivien and Jamie Telfer did their part
to create a frame for the bon-fire evenings - a more informal forum where we
could get to know the speakers better
and enjoy song, music and testimonies.
Thank you to all who contributed and not at least to the Lord - for a spiritual peak!

By Timothy Briggs (24), New Zealand
When I was a teenager I was just as anti-Christian myself. But I had a girlfriend who was a believer. Through her I got to know a Christian youth
group. My friend and I were disturbing elements in the group - and I
know I embarrassed my girlfriend many a time.
After a while I found out that she visited a Baptist-Church. It was just up
the street from where my friend lived, so we dropped by to continue
our rebellious behavior there. After a while my friend got tired, but for
one or another reason I continued to go. I would sit in a corner with
my cap down and arms folded. I pretended that I was not interested,
and held on to my pride, until I one day heard a sermon about the Ten
Commandments. It hit me like a ton of bricks. I saw myself - the naked
I - and I was afraid.
The next meeting was about what Jesus has done for us, how He was
God in human flesh and met the same challenges as us. How He gave
His life to save us, died on the cross, resurrected and gained victory
over death. If we receive Him as Lord and Savior in our life, all our
shame and guilt will be placed on Him and we can enter in through
the gates of heaven! I did not know what was happening inside of me.
I felt relieved, but didn’t know what to do...
After a while I started visiting the church on a regular basis. I was baptized and became involved in the youth work. At a Christian training
camp for youth-workers I met a good friend of mine from high school.
She told me of this very good preacher in the Town Hall, speaking on

Bible prophecy. I joined the meetings, mainly because I wanted to
make sure that she hadn’t got herself into a weird religious group. But
as I was listening to the seminars I became very interested in the truth
as it session by session unfolded and came alive.
The seminar was held by Daniel Pel, and had the title ‘Prophecy Unlocked’. During the seminar I got to know Daniel and Silvia and the
rest of the team. I learnt a lot of new things - about salvation, Gods
true Sabbath, the mark of the beast, the seal of God, the ten commandments, the state of the dead, Jesus second coming - and many
other topics. I also learnt about the importance of taking care of your
health. I had never given much thought to diet and lifestyle. But now
my wife and I are vegetarians - and after a couple of months we noticed the difference!
We have been through a lot of challenges lately - earthquake, violence in the family... but God is good! He has opened up the opportunity for a new start for us in Australia. At the same time we got
the news that Daniel and Silvia were back in Christchurch with a new
seminar. This turned out to be a divine appointment. Renee and I got
a lot to think about, and during the seminar we had some deep conversations about faith and Gods leading in our life.
As soon as we come to Perth, Australia, we have decided to attend the Seventh Day Adventist church, and we have already
been connected with the pastor there. We praise the Lord for His
love and truth, and are thankful for how He has been leading us
step by step.
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